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I F YE KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YE SHALL ABIDE IN MY LOVE.

V O L U M E IX.
For

A B I L E N E , KANSAS, MAECH 1, 1896.

the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

"WILL THE ANGELS GATHEE UP ME?
When God's jewels are gathered from near
and from far,
From islands far over the sea,
Oh, say, will the angels not pause in their
flight,
Oh, say, will they gather up me?
When picking them out in the house or in
field,
Or wherever God's children may be—
Will I sparkle enough with heavenly light,
To cause them to gather up me?
Will they stop at the socials or at the church
fairs,
Where Christian professors may be?
Or say, would they quickly fly over the place,
Nor stop to gather up me?
I once was converted, accepted of God,
From sin and its bondage set free,
And if at that time the bright angels had
come,
I am sure they'd have gathered up me.
Oh, have I been faithful and true to my trust?
Has my life been just what it should be?
For jewels must shine, and if I should be dark,
I am sure they will pass over me.
Oh, Jesus my Savior, come now to my aid,
My refuge and trust is in thee,
If I faithfully serve thee and let my light
' shine,
Then the angels will gather up me.
F . ELLIOTT.

Richmond Hill, Ont.

THE BLESSEDNESS OF CHRISTIAN
UNION.
BY THE EDITOR.

As indicated in our last article
we shall now take up the subject of
unorganized or independent miscellaneous congregations. These ap-

pear to be mostly dissatisfied with
the churches or denominations that
they formerly belonged to, and for
this reason very often withdrew or
by some action of the church were
disowned. No doubt there were instances where the step taken seemed
to warrant just such a course and
that is where the corruption in the
church was so great, and the work
of reformation so hopeless in the
church, that it would have almost
been a hopeless task to undertake a reformation in the church, or without
withdrawing from the church is the
right way to do; not by any coercive
measures, for that in itself is not
often Christian; but by the spirit of
prayer, by living a Godly life, by
the means of grace that God has
placed in the Christian's reach.
But then there may be instances
where corrupt .churches cannot en
dure the meek within their organizations; their very presence is a reproof
to them, and their lives are a constant reminder of the corruption
that exists in such cases. If they
are disowned or driven away by the
corrupt majority they should accept
it as from the Lord. But then there
is no reason why they should stand
aloof from other bodies of Christians.
There is no doubt a home for them
where they do good and where they
can further the work of the Master.
But it is to be feared that many
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of those who belong to these unorganized or independent societies are
there for personal reasons, and if
they were asked and would frankly
give
their
reasons, it would
plainly appear that they are unorganized or independent because they
are not willing to accept a whole
gospel as their plan of salvation.
They want their own way and will
have it or stand aloof, or in a little
society of their own they will labor
so long as they can be king. But
ure they justified? Do they show
the meek spirit of the Master? We
think not. We are taught in the
sacred Book: "Be not many masters;
one is your master, even Christ; all
ye are brethren." This element is^
very apparent now. There are a
great many professed followers of
Lord Jesus Christ at this time who
from one cause or another show in
their zeal for some favorite hobby
that they would rather see the
church suffer than not to gain their
poiut. Established and cherished
principles of the church are trampled upon or set aside as old and
traditional, or not suited to the
times; and persons ambitious of notoriety or leadership under the plea
of a more pure and holy life become
fanatical, self-willed, coarse in their
language, and endeavor by continually harping upon one line of thought
to gain their
point. But will
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they do it? Not likely. There is
an over-ruling Providence who cares
for his people. And very often the
very means made use of rebounds
and they are defeated. This is no
new thought. We have noticed this
course of procedure ever since we
have been permitted to be counted
among God's people; and yet it is
to be deplored that the spirit does
exist. Some will be led away or
severely tested; but the subterfuges
made, us of may, and will if possible, deceive the very elect. B a t we
do not wish to pursue this subject
farther. I t is unpleasant, and yet a
person that desires to be faithful to
duty cannot help but give the matter as it occurs to him.
We will in conclusion give what
we think that at least some of the
results of Christian Union would be.
I n the first place, the very efforts
put forth, by God's people toward
accomplishing this desired end would
bring about personal examination
and this examination would lead us
to investigate our own share in divisions, and if the examination is
what it should be it would also create an earnest wish for the removal
of every cause, whether in us or in
someone else, that would hinder this
union, and the tendency would be to
soften the heart and to draw nearer
together in work in our own as well
as in other denominations and to bestow more confidence in each other.
I t would also have the effect of
Christian and brotherly consultation and interest in each others spir
itual welfare, and an earnest desire
to avoid causes for discord. I t is
generally supposed that among Christians there does exist the utmost
confidence, and that supposition is
true when Christ is enthroned and
where Christianity is exemplified in
the life of the Christian. Anything
short of this does not, in fact can
not, bring the result that God designed
should be accomplished
among his people.

If then the people of God do not
enjoy this union, there is great
cause and should be great concern
about it, and there should be no
hesitancy, in the individual as well
as the church, to seek the cause and
remove it. This we believe was the
concern with the primitive Christians. Looking at the church at
large as a unit in all essential Christian doctrine, what might not be accomplished for the conversion of the
world to Christ ? Presenting a united
front to the enemy of Christ and of
Christianity, we are enabled to unite
on every move. There would be no
discordant element to reconcile; but
inside of the United Church of
Christ there would be peace, there
would be harmony and oneness. On
the doctrine of conversion there
would not simply be membership
sought after, but a new heart and a
new life, Bible teaching on all the
principles of Christianity, an assurance of the presence of God with his
people, and an evidence that they
are united. There need be no ininquiry as to what church they belong. Their language, their appearance, their devotion and their conduct would evidence that they belonged to Christ's kingdom, and the
words of Holy Writ would in truth
be applicable to them: "All ye are
brethren."
What a grand army this would be
for Christ's purpose—for the conversion of the world. They might
suffer persecution. They may have
tribulation; they may have to bear
the scoffs of the wicked world. But
what cf this? The Bible tells us
that "through trials and tribulations
we shall enter the kingdom." Yet
as Paul says, "None of these things
move me." What a blessed consolation! Peace in the soul, peace
with God, peace among God's people, and a united effort to do God's
will,—all this can be attained through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Of our-

selves we can do nothing. "I cando all things through Christ which
strengthened me."
I n view of this fact, and what we
may truly believe would result from
a union of God's people, we appeal
again to those dear ones who have
gone away from the fold to take the
initiatory step to return, to come
back to the common and united
Christian faith from which probably
all have more or less deviated in the
past. Let us be more closely united,
more one in Christ, and let us make
common cause of the blessed work
of our Redeemer. I t will cost something—it may cost a great deal—
but whatever that cost may be it is
worth it; yes, it is the most valuable
possession the Christian can have.
And what a contrast to our present
boasted Christianity,—talking about
being all right, talking about having
laid all on the altar, talking about
the peace we have in our soul, and
the earnest desire to d j God's will,
and talking about going out to convert the heathen to the peaceable
doctrine of Christ, and yet wo are
not at peace—not one among ourselves. What an in inconsistency!
What a burlesque! Oh, how wrong!
Oh, Christian people, how can we
justify ourselves before God and the
unsaved world in this conscious, untenable, this un-Christian position?
Take for an example the position of
any one of the divisions of the different churches going out to represent their church in mission work in
some foreign field of labor, what a
position he would be in. Suppose
the Foreign Mission field should be
represented by some half dozen different denominations, and you would
preach Christ and all these half dozen representatives preach Christ to
the heathen, but these missionaries
do not harmonize. They do not agree
on doctrine, and yet they profess to
preach and teach from the same
Book. Do we think that the heath-
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en do not see the inconsistency in
this representation of Christ? But
then those who are going out on
Mission
work,
and
who
are
out on Mission work, and who are
so active for the conversion of the
world to Christ, take another view
of the work, and say, "We can work
and affiliate with any and every people, no matter; we ignore all denominational lines; we don't care for
these old organizations—they are
only in the way. We preach Christ."
But how is it that it is only a part
of Christ's teaching that they give.
They don't give a whole Christ, a
whota Bible; and in this they think
to fulfil their duty.
(TO BE CONTINUED)
For

the EVANGELICAL VISITOE.

JESUS WILL OOME AGAIN.
THE RELATION

THE

JEW

BEARS

TO

THIS MATTER.

I

But a few years ago the writer
had the impression that the Jews
were a class of people who at one
time were the chosen people of God,
but through transgression severed
their close communion with the
Father and at present were very
much iuferior to the Gentile nations,
owing to the fact that as a people
they did not accept the Lord Jesus
Christ as their Messiah. As to their
future everything was wrapped up
in darkness. The prophecies that
so distinctly refer to them that have
as yet not been fulfilled, were spiritualized and again to the Gentiles,
especially those that promised blessings to them.
As we study these prophecies
prayerfully and carefully the darkness disappears to a great extent, as
the nation had not been cast from the
Lord for ever and ever, but only as
a chastisement has he partially forsaken them and in a very little
while will he again take them up
as his people. The reader will
please note that we speak of Israel

^j^fq^Qp^.

as a nation and not of the individual
Jew or Israelite. The way of salvation as prepared by Christ is as free
to the individual Jew as it is to the
individual Gentile, and many of
them are accepting it. As a nation
however, they are blind to the truth,
for "God hath given them the spirit
of slumber, eyes that they should
not see, and ears that they should
not hear."—Romans 11:8. Shall
they always slumber? God forbid,
for in the words of Paul we have
the following: "For I would not,
brethern, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, least ye should
be wise in your own conceits, the
blindness in part is happened to
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in."—Romans 11:25.
And they "shall be led away captive
into all nations; and Jerusalem shall
be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled."—Luke 21:24. We might
in the midst of the brightest day
turn the light into darkness by
placing a veil over our eyes. This
is what God has done to the children of Israel and although they
live in the day of Christ, they cannot see the light thereof.—2 Cor.
4:14,15.
We believe that at the second
coming of Christ the times of the
Gentiles will be fulfilled, and also
according to the above text the veil
will be taken from the eyes of the
children of Israel.
At present the Jews are scattered amongst all nations, but they
shall again be gathered unto their
own land. "Then the Lord thy
God will turn thy captivity, and
have compassion upon thee and
will return and gather thee from
all the nations, whither the Lord
thy God has scattered thee
and the Lord thy God will being
thee unto the land which thy father
possessed and thou shalt possess it."
—Deut. 30:35.
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Similar prophecies to this will be
found in Jeremiah 32:37; Eze. 36:24.
We clearly see from the above
texts that Israel shall again inhabit
her own country. Some will probably say that it refers to one of the
past restorations. This cannot be,
however, as Paul's letter to the Bomans, which contains so much upon
this matter, was written long after
any of the restorations to which you
might want to contribute the words
of this prophecy. Believing then
that this restoration is still in. the
future and that it is to come to pass
at the second coming of Christ, we
have in it a very good guide as to
the time the second coming of
Christ shall occur.
For should we see the Jews returning to Palestine (their promised land) we would know that the
time draweth nigh when the Savior
(his servants or bride)from this vale
of tears shall call and take them to
their home prepared above where
the marriage of the Lamb shall
take place.
"Oh, the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past finding out." The truth of this passage
was most forcibly impressed upon
me when I heard how the Lord at
the present time is implanting the
desire within the heart of nearly
every Jew to return to his own
country. There exists today in
England the Chovevei Zion Society,
which was specially organized for
the recolonization of
Palestine.
"When they meet on their great
feast days—especially the Passover
—they greet each other with the
beautiful words, "This year in captivity, next year in Jerusalem."
About thirteen years ago the civilized world was startled by the terrible news of the Russian Jewish persecution, which, in their refined
cruelty, eclipsed the darkest deeds
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of the dark ages; and the poor, per- ever, it is the desire of so many of pared to meet him when he comes?
secuted and down-trodden people be- the Jews to today to return, that
Yours in Phil. 2:5,
gan to make their escape from that this number will in all probability
ENOS H. HESS.
modern Egypt. They escaped and
State College, P a .
in the near future very much in(TO BE CONTINUED.)
scattered in all directions, thousands
crease.
flocking to Palestine." Many went
F o r the EVANGKLICAI, VISITOE.
Does it not look as though the
to Germany, England and the UnitMISSIONARY THOUGHTS FOE GIRLS.
ed States; but these countries soon persecutions they are receiving in
BY ONE OF THEM.
became alarmed at the large num- Russia was the means by which
ber of destitute Jews that were com- God is gathering them to their own
How are we obeying the command
ing to their shores, and set about country? Below is a petition sent of our Lord and Master? "Go y e
to have the immigration stopped. by them to' Lord Rothschild (a into all the world and preach the
At first "their immigration to Pales- wealthy and influential Jew in Eng- Gospel to every creature," etc.—
tine was opposed by the Turkish land) in order to secure assistance to Mark 16:15. Also Matthew 2 8 : 7 :
government. But as it was un- to enable them to return to the "And the angel answered and said
doubtedly the Lord's will that they
unto the women, Go quickly and tell
Holy Land: —
should return to their own country,
his
disciples that he is risen from
"Is there no cure for the wound
this restriction was soon removed
the
dead."
I n St. John 4:39, we
of the daughter of Zion? I n the
until today they are allowed to emfind
that
"many
of the Samaritans
hour of our tribulation our hearts
igrate to t h e country at will. T h e
turn to the land where our fathers believed on him bgcause of the womChovevei Zion Society has for part
dwelt, each man under his vine and en."
of its work the raising of funds to
The Bible teaches woman's duty
under his fig tree. Many of those
aid the poor Jews who have not
who are outcasts from the North and privileges. I n the old Testasufficient means of themselves to go to
country, (Russia) yearn to return ment we have frequent record of
Palestine, but many of them as they
to the Holy Land. They love the great services rendered by women,
return to 'Palestine, devote themvery stones and hallow the dust nor does it close without prophecies
selves to agriculture, a handicraft
thereof, and they would deem them- of the future enlargement of their
that some thought the Jews were not
selves blessed indeed if they were work. The Prophet Joel tells us in
able to follow successfully, but
permitted to till the sacred soil. If 2:29, that "also upon the handmaidjudging from the reports made by
at this moment the ground is bar- ens in those days will I pour out my
those who have recently traveled
ren in parts and refuses to yield its Spirit." Add to this the words of
through the country, we must beproduce, we know it is the hand of our Savior and surely no one can
lieve that they are highly successman that has wrought the evil. doubt woman's Christian privileges
ful.
"Ten or twelve years ago
The hand of man shall remedy it." and opportunity.
there were only about 10,000 or
They do not all favor the return; But some one asks, What is our
12,000 Jews in Jerusalem, and 30,some most bitterly oppose it. Bar- great work as women in this Nine000 in the whole of Palestine. There
on Hirsch, a very wealthy Jew, has teenth century ? Listen: Jesus came
are now about 45,000 Jews in Jerustarted a colony in Argentine R e - and suffered and died to open t h e
salem, and over 100,000 in Palespublic, South America, and although way to Heaven for every sinner.
tine." The half of this number
he has met with some success on the "And whosoever shall call upon t h e
have returned within the last 7
whole it has not proven to be a suc- name of the Lord shall be saved."
years. Fifty years ago there were
cessful enterprise. I t appears that And there are millions of women in
not 7,000 in Jerusalem.
Do we
the hand of the Lord is in it and this world who have never heard t h e
not in this see the fulfillment of
that he would prefer to see them go wonderful message of salvation; and
Deut. 30:3; Jeremiah 32:37; 29:14;
to Palestine, because the colonies why? Because we Christian wom23:3; 30 ;3; 16:15; Eze. 36:24;
that have gone there thus far have en have not made an effort to tell
36:13; 37:21. They have not by
on the whole been highly successful. them. And when we consider the
any means all returned, nor in any
Does this not give us a most in- myriads who have lived and died in
part of the Bible do we find that
fallible proof of the nearness of the the past, always unsatisfied, always
they will have to all return before
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, enslaved by passiou, habit, sin, althe Lord begins to deal with them
and should it not unite us to more ways hungering for the Living Bread
again as his chosen people. Howholy lives so that we will be pre- and Spiritual Water, unknown, un»
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knowable, and for more than 1800
years the voice of our departed Lord
has been speaking to us in tones of
love from Calvary, his great heart
has been yearning and thirsting for
the millions of this earth—the neglected South Americans, the opiumcursed Chinese, the degraded Africans and Asiatics,—what are we
doing? Are we sitting with folded
arms scarcely knowing how to be
comfortable enough, in the face of
the fact that two hundred and fifty
millions of women are depending
for the Gospel upon the women of
the Protestant churches of America,
that every hour thousands of women
(who can only be reached by women)
are dying without a knowledge of
Jesus Christ? And shall not the
thirst of the Divine Master be
quenched? If we saw the Son of
God in the flesh, thirsting and suffering agony, would we pass him by
so unsympathetically and nnheedingly? We do not treat our earthly
friends so.
At one time Jesus said unto his
disciples, "Follow me and I will
make you fishers of men," and
"straightway they forsook their nets
and followed him." Have we been
so obedient? "If ye love me keep
my commandments."
Let us as
Christian women ask ourselves the
vital question, "Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?" And, Are we doing it ? We have the answer to that
question in Acts, the first chapter.
I n the supreme, solemn moment
when our Savior parted from his
disciples, he knew their inexpressible longing to show their love to
him, and so he confided to their
worthy keeping the sacred trust:
"And ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts
of the earth.^
And as the disciples
went back to Jerusalem I do not
think they discussed a personal call,
or where the money was to come

69

from. Ah, no! Obedience was sim- desolate heathen homes from hunply a question of love to their Mas- dreds of children carrying deep
ter. Girls! If we feel the responsi- gashes and brands made on the tenbility of the Savior's last wish, to der flesh to bring out evil spirits,
carry salvation to the heathen wom- and the deeper heart-yearnings that
en, laid upon us, let us obey prompt- come with added years? Ah, let us
ly, out of pure love and gratitude, think over these truths.
for nothing short of that will make
Regarding qualifications needed
us faithful and strong. Let us re- to minister to the heathen, listen to
alize that we are debtors. We hap- what Paul says in 1 Cor. 1st chappy Canadian girls, who can read, ter: "The weak, foolish, debased and
write and enjoy conntless different despised things, and things that are
studies, are debtors to every woman not." Why? That none may glory
who cannot. There are thousands in their own strength, wisdom and
of women as intelligent as we are, power. Pastor Hanns, instead of
who are only ignorant because they getting men from the learned unihave not our privileges. We girls, versities, urged upon his own peowho are placed in nice social posi- ple, farmers, artizans and mechanics,
tion, honored, cared for and beloved, the duty of carrying the Gospel to
who have comforts and alleviations Africa.
in sickness, skilled medical aid, etc,
Miss Guiness says: "If you have
are debtors to all who have been regiven yourselves a living sacrifice
fused real woman's rights, to every
to God, fear not the foreign field."
poor Zenanna captive, to all secluded
"Go ye therefore, because all power
down-trodden women—debtors to all
is given unto me." Oh, let us pray
who suffer unrelieved, who groan
much for a baptism of the Holy Spirit,
unheeded and die unepitied. Miss
and become enthusiastic like P a u l ;
Guiness (of the China Inland Misand let us search our Bibles on this
sion) says: "Oh, if our hearts were
important question, and then fight
pressed under the weight of their
the ignorance that exists on the Misawful need and their degraded cirsionary subject. Information is what
cumstances—the bitter persecutions
is much needed. Let the object of
together with the strength of old
our organizations be to distribute.
habits with which they are bound
Let us see to it that our libraries
down—we would do much to help
are stocked with Misuionary books
them. We would consider it the
and magazines, and then let us not
greatest privilege to give up some
forget to trade on the information
of our home comforts, personal adornwe receive. Any Missionary news
ments, worldly pleasures, yea, even
that has stirred your own soul, or reour lives."
vived your faith, or prompted prayer,
or commended praise, or put to
Another vital question to ask ourselves, "Shall I g o ? " Perhaps we shame your lukewarmness, "pass it
want the assurance that we are per- on." I t may kindle flames in our
sonaly called. "Let him that hear- Sisters' hearts. Oh, let us scatter
eth say come. Thank God, that means abroad, for by so doing we shall inall just as truly as, "Whosoever will crease at home.
let him come." Can we ask, Have
Let us ask ourselves the question,
I a call to tell the heathen about Are we in sympathy with GodJ in
Jesus, when we are living face to in this matter? Have we as indiface with the fact that eight million viduals faced the condition of a world
of souls are without a knowledge of lying in wickedness, and are we preChrist? What mean the cries of pared to face the fact that the blood
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of lnillions-of souls will be required that woman was made the first herat our ('hands; if we have been- un- ald of resurrection news. •' Oh, let us
faithful to our trust?
be Missionary Christians, and then
Have we'ev-er taken time to weigh we shall not be missing. Christians.
our" responsibilities? What are we "They that be wise.shall shine as
doing to Wipe off the disgrace which the brightness of the sun, and they
^belongs''-to each of* us—-that' bur that turn many to righteousness as
Christian nation is' SO; cursing the the. stars forever and ever."
B. L. K.
'earth with firearms, opium and the
•deadly fire-water, while the Church
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOB.
•is doing so.-little to. satisfy itsthirst"WHCSOEVEE WILL,"
ing millions with -the -water'of life.
I said, I will answer also my part; I also
We have in our hands the Word of
loill shew mine opinion. For I am full of
the living God^^the key' that un- matter, the spirit within me constraineth me.
locks., the awful;:, mysteries of = death -—Job 32:17,18.
and life—r-and. how dare we withhold
If there is one condition allotted
it from our sisters in other, lands? to man that is greater and more to
What has made us so slow-to hear be prized than any other in the Dithe groaning of the prisoners? Re- vine management, it must surely be
member God's Word says: "If thou this, that God created man with a
forbear to deliver them that are free will, and our being, both for
drawn unto death, and those that are this world and that which is to come,
ready to be slain;. if thou sayest, Be- will be just what we CHOOSE to make
hold, we knew it not, doth not he it. The various oppositions that we
that pondereth the heart, and he that meet with by the way are only testkeepeth the soul, doth not he know, ing points, or proving seasons, in
and, shall he not render unto every accordance with the Divine plan of
man according to his works?"—Prov. salvation. If this were not so there
24:12.
.
would have been no Divine law to
Do we realize that the chief object for which the Church exists and
the Holy Spirit is given, is for the
spread of Christ's kingdom? Are
we convinced that the Missionary
cause is Divine ?—that with us or
without us Christ shall triumph?
Do we believe that idolaters shall
have their part in the lake that burns
with fire, and brimstone, and that
there is none other name given under Heaven whereby men can be
saved but the name of Jesus? If
so, how far is our faith working by
love in pulling them out of the fire
in the power of that saving name ?
If these questions are honestly faced
and answered to God, I am sure each
of lis will be convicted of indifference aud ignorance in this matter.
Let us remember, dear girls, that
failure to realize or acknowledge responsibility does not diminish it—

violate, and consequently no responsibility resting upon those who transgressed the laws of God. There are
really only two ways to sin open to
our choice—to do that which the
Lord says we shall not do, or to leave
undone that which the Lord says we
shall do—the sin of commission and
the sin of omission.
Either of these
will surely separate from God. In
the ten commandments we have the
whole law of God given in miniature
form; and it would be well for every
child if it were taught it in one of
the first lessons that it is capable of
learning till it would have the whole
Decalogue committed to memory, and
reverently learn to respect it as the
law of God.
Thee, thou and thy, though singular in expression, included the whole
of Israel, and, in the Christian dispensation, includes the whole human fam-

S

I

T

O

R

:

ily, but more especially every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, as
everyone must Obey that law for him
or herself if they ever expect to enter into God's everlasting kingdom.
Probably one of the hardest lessons for us to learn is, that we are
not our own.—1 Cor. 6:20. We
cannot in everything do as we please
unless we please to do that which
pleases the Lord. "If any man
will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross and
follow me."—Matt. 16:24 "If ye
love me keep my commandments."
We are sometimes told that man is
not free to choose for himself, but
that he was often compelled to act
against his will. They say that Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh,
"and cried against it." So he starts
off for Tarshish.
But the Lord
changed his circumstances and that
caused him to change his mind. Then
said he, " I am cast out of thy sight:
yet I ivill look again toward the holy
temple."
Sin is the violation of Divine law.
The original sin has been atoned and
cancelled by the ignominious death
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
upon the cross, "that he by the grace
of God should taste death for every
man," that no person can point back
and say, "I am lost because of Adam's
transgression," or, " I am accountable for something I cannot help."
This world is full of sin and sinners
of every type, from the greatest to
the lowest degree, which are so by
choice. God does not will it to be
so, therefore he has made provisions
that all innocent or irresponsible
persons are atoned for. But when
they come to the years of knowle_
they arrive at the diverging point
where the choice is to be made.
••Choose ye this day whom ye \
serve." Good and evil, right i
wrong, obedience or disobedience,
are before us. We have a free ?
to exercise. The Lord does noteom-"
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pel any person to go contrary to his ing deceived." If the soul is filled
OHIO,
will, but he says, my son, my daugh- with the love of God, it will come to
A series of meetings with Bro.
ter, give, me thine heart. H e leaves the surface. Job could from a willJ. B. Wingert in charge were begun
the matter wholly for us to decide. ing heart testify for God. "The
at Highland meeting-house, Dec.
If we accept of the gracious offer, spirit within me constraineth me."
21st, and continued until the 7 inst.,
we are happy. If we will not accept, I t appears to be a great pleasure
with glorious results. Thirteen came
we are miserable, here in the present to all people to speak very highly out and they are all very earnestly
time and for all eternity. Jesus is and favorably of their success engaged in the service of the Maswilling to save, and if we are willing and prosperity in their business ter. Prayer-meetings were held alto be saved there is no power on affairs of this world, and the leading most daily at homes in the neighearth or in the regions of darkness principles that lead to their accom- borhood, and at these homes the
plishment. So also should every
that can hinder our salvation. If
child of God manifest that true "wis- spirit of conviction and power of
any soul on earth is lost, it is bedom that is from above" in giving God was wonderfully manifested.
cause he has given the consent.of
due honor and praise to Him whoAt one place three of the family came
his will to disobey God and do that
gives us so richly to enjoy all those out, and tho whole family are now
which is evil. "If sinners entice
spiritual blessings which are from on the way. I t was during these
*
above, that we may employ all our meetings that our beloved Bro. L u thee, consent thou not," it is written.
God-given powers to diffuse of those kenbach was called from the church
Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not
gifts among the many who are yet militant to the home triumphant,
steal. Thou shalt not bear false
in nature's darkness, that they may and while we keenly feel the loss,
witness against thy neighbor, or in
also be brought into the true light we can look forward to the sweet by
other words, do not lie about your
"which lighteth every man that Com- and by when we shall again be reneighbor.
Still these things are
eth into the world." What is the united never to part but to live in
very common.
Bible but a list of the experiences endless bliss. "Glorious thought!"
"The wages of sin is death."
of many of the holy men of God—
A. J. MILLER.
Job did not neglect to bear testi- yes, and women, too—who have
mony to the goodness of God after lived since the world began, through
No family in the Brotherhood
being so wonderfully kept by Divine whom God communicated his right- should be without the. VISITOE.
power. He says, " I loill answer al- eous will unto all the world for all
Virtue is learned by patience, and
so my part; I also will show mine time, which shall also be their as
in our daily struggle in life the fact
opinion." There are not a few peo- well as our judge when the Lord
that we often fail should only furple in the world today like Job's comes to gather his elect into his
nish good reason for more earnest,
friends, who, when they hear the everlasting kingdom.
"The Lord conscientious efforts, with a determichildren of God telling their exper- preserveth all them, that love him,
nation to succeed.
Patience not onience, if they speak of meeting with but ALL the wicked will he destroy.'1''
ly marks the goodness of the soul,
trials, temptations or difficulties by "The wicked shall be turned into
but also marks the road of goodness
the way, say if these persons were hell, and ALL THE NATIONS THAT
for the world.—Rev. Paul Van Dyke
the servants of the Lord as they FORGET GOD." "Then shall the rightReligion cannot pass away. Be
profess to be they would not have so eous shine forth as the sun in the
much to complain of their failings, kingdom of their Father." " W h o not disturbed by infidelity. Reliand with Job's accusers say, "Thine hath ears to hear, let him hear." gion cannot pass away. The burnown mouth condemneth thee, yea, "Someone will enter the pearly gate, ing of a little straw may hide the
thine own lips testify against thee." by and by; taste of the glories stars but they are there and will reIf they speak of the goodness of that there await. S H A L L YOU? appear.—Sel.
God and the real comfort there is in S H A L L I ? " We can if we will.
Christian, wonld you have your
His service, the joy and peace we
soul
"delight itself in fatness?"
D. HEISE.
experience in the soul if we serve
Clarence Center. Kan.
Then eat and drink freely every day
him in sincerity and truth, we are
of the Bread and the Water of life.
Honest, upright men have no fear
hastily accused of boasting. Jesus
—Sel.
said, "Out of the abundance of the of the police.
The- more good there is in a man
heart the mouth speaketh." " "But
For good religious reading take the more good he does, and vice
evil men and seducers shall wax
versa.—Sel.
the VISITOR.
worse and wor;e, deceiving and be-
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Abilene, Kansas, March 1, 1896.
Elder B. P. Hoover is now at
Black Creek, Ont., laboring in evangelistic work theie.
Elder J. B. Wingert, of North
Hampton, O., was laboring in revival
work at the Paradise Church, Wayne
Co., O.
•-•
The Joint Council for Kansas will
be held at Belle Springs meetinghouse the first week in March. The
Sunday-school Conference will com-

mence Wednesday the 4th at 9:30
a. m., and the Church Council on
Thursday the 5th and Friday the 6th
of March. A general attendance is
expected, as there are always duties
of importance to church work to be
arranged at these councils.

from Franklin Co., Pa., in reference
to evangelistic meetings held about
the first of January, at the Brechbill meeting-house, by Bro. T. A.
Long, of Harrisburg, and Bro. Jacob Martin, of Conoy, Lancaster
Co., Pa. We have been looking for
a special report from there, but as
none has been sent we will simply
state that the meetings were blessed
with good results. About twentyfive made a start for the kingdom
and seem very earnest in the work.
The preaching was very earnest, and
the meetings were good. Bro. Long
filled several appointments in Shippensburg that were well attended.

Bro. J. B. Zook, of Morrison, 111.,
has moved to Des Moines, Iowa, to
take charge of the Mission work
in that city. We commend him to
the people of Des Moines as an efficient worker for Christ, and as a
man of God who will faithfully discharge his duty in the fear of God.
May God bless his efforts and may
he always stand up for the humble
*~*
way of self-denial and a pure Gos- MARRIED.—On Feb. 11,1896, at the home
of Bro. M. L. Brandt in North Dickinson
pel.
Co., Kansas, by Elder Samuel Zook, Bro.
— • *—* . '
Peter L. Phillippi to Sister Katie A. Brandt.
Bro. Noah Zook and his wife, Sister Mary, expect to start east on GELBiUGH.—Mrs. Charles Gelbaugh was
born 1859 and died 1896, aged 36 years, 7
a missionary or evangelistic tour months and 18 days. The subject of this
about the fifteenth of March for a sketch was born and raised in Cumberland
visit among the churches, or where- Co., and died in the city of Harrisburg, leaving a beloved husband and one child over
ever duty may call them. They ex- one year old. She died of consumption but
pect to devote their time previous to was bed-fast only about one week. She had
Conference on the way there, but ex- made a start in a Christian life years ago,
but did not connect herself with any body of
pect to be at Conference. Any per- believers, but was willing to do so years ago,
son or community that desires as she felt the need of following Christ in all
their services while on their way of his commands. But as her husband still
delayed the work she quietly waited for him,
East should address them be- but continued in her devotions with God.
fore the loth of March at their home But before her end came she wanted to meet
address, Talmage, Kansas.
some of God's humble people. Her husband
•-*
made search in the city until he found BroThose who reside in Kansas or Henry Gorman, and he informed the writer,,
west of Chicago who desire to at- who on the first notice called on her, and
tend the Conference of the Brethren found ner according to her expressions reconciled to God. The husband and the relativesin Christ (River Brethren) to be have the sympathies of the community where
held at Greencastle, Franklin Co., they lived and were highly respected by those
Pa., May 20, 1896, should make it who knew them. Interment took place at
Huntsdale, in the German Baptist church.
known to this office as soon as pos- The occasion was improved by one of the
sible, as arrangements are being elders of their church and the writer. "For
made to obtain special rates over the me to live is Christ and to die is gain."—
Phil. 1:21.
different routes to and from ConferT. A. LONG.
ence, and it will depend largely upon
•» ~ »
the number going as to the rate for
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOE.
round trip. We trust each one inTHE HUMILITY OP FAITH,
terested will attend to it it at once.
Some child of God, who or where
For further information address this
I
know
not, sent me an anonymous
office on or before the 15th of March.
letter containing a few stamps with
Sometime ago we received a letter this solicitation:
"Drop a few

I
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crumbs occasionally in theEvANGELiCAL V I S I T O E . " God's loaf is large and
free, but we are slow in learning to
help ourselves. Faith alone can cut
off the slices to feed itself and others.
I t may seem very paradoxical, but
it is nevertheless true that faith in
God is the function of the soul most
paralyzed by sin, and most difficult
to exercise. The sense of sin and unworthiness is essentially inimical to
faith.

h

" T H E JOY OF THE LOKD is our

strength"—Neh. 8:10. To REJOICE IN
THE LOED always "requires a faith
that deals so constantly with Jesus
as to have no more conscience of
sins. "Philpp, 4:4; and Heb. 10:2,
19,22."
Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus."
"He made Himself of no reputation: HE HUMBLED HIMSELF." Philpp.
5:7,8. This is the absolute condition of faith. Christ's answer to the
entreaty of the Syrophenician woman seemed discouraging. Her need
was urgent, and her distress great,
and her plea pathetic. With apparent
indifference He said:
" I t is not
meet to take the children's head and
to cast it to the dogs." Did we ever
meet with a more repulsive providence? But now not only the mother but the Christian is revealed.
"Truth, Lord: Yet the dogs eat of
the crumbs which fall from the master's table." Now the Divine Treasury was unlocked, and all the riches of Grace at her command. "Oh,
woman, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt."—Matt.
15:22-28. Jesus, Grace, and Faith
are the same today.' The store is as
inexhaustible, and the dispensation
as free, now as then. .Humility is
doorkeeper in the Kingdom of Grace.
Faithless souls ask for wonders and
see none. But faith sees wonders
in every thing. Faith sees marvels
in crumbs and gladly creeps under
the table for the feasting of the soul
the healing of the body. To know
Jesus as our Savior and Life and
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Peace, is glory in the cross. To
spare the flesh is to lose the consciousness of the Divine indwelling.
No Atonement without death. No
Justfication without sharing the
Cross. From the throne to the manger and the cross was a descent beyond all finite conception.
There
we must find Jesus as our life, or
not at all. Sin puffs up: Grace
lays in the dust of utter abasement.
I t we want to know the joy of faith
and the preciousness of an ever-present Jesus, we must learn to lose our
life that we may keep it. This is the
glorious possibility of Christianity,
but very few realize it. Door is too
strait, way too narrowfor the natural
man. "Climb up some other way,"
and miss Heaven. Let us be wise
and count crucifixion our privilege
and glory.
I t pays with eternal
compound interest.
C. H. BALSBAUGH.
Union Deposit, Pa.
For

the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

WHO WILL GO FOR US?
The prophet Isaiah had a vision
of the "Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up." His own imperfection, in contrast with God's
perfection, stood out so prominently
that he was made to exclaim, "Woe
is me for I am undone; because I am
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell
in the midst of a people of unclean
lips." A seraphim laid a live coal
from off the altar upon his mouth
and said, "Lo this hath touched thy
lips, and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged." Then
Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord
saying, "Whom shall I send, who will
go for us?"
Many centuries have passed since
this call came to Isaiah but down
through them all the voice of God
has been calling for those whom He
desired to send; and methinks to-day,
as I stop to listen, I can hear the
bitter wail of millions of dying hea-
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then as they march in mighty throngs
to Christless graves, with no better
hopes before them .than to spend
eternity in endless guilt and gloom,
and above the din of their mournful wail, the voice of God saying,
"The harvest truly is great, but the
laborers are few." "Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us?"
Dear fellow-Christians, during
the last few years our attention has
been called to the needy condition
of the people of the earth, both
through the columns of the VISITOR
and the action of Conference,
and we have seen something of the
responsibility that rests upon us to
carry the Gospel to them.
Our
hearts have been touched with a tender feeling for the perishing and we
have offered a few prayers in their
behalf, but very little work has been
accomplished. God is still calling,
"Who will go for us?" But where
are the responses, "Here am I, send
me?"
If this work is to go forward, if we
want to have any share in the blessed work of spreading the Gospel—
there must be a more perfect yielding of ourselves to God than there
has been in the past. If the command of our Lord to go into all the
world is to be carried out it will be
because someone is willing to make
real sacrifices. Some tents of ease
must be left behind.
Some tender
ties must be broken, some mother's
child must be given up, some loyal
heart gladly answer to God's call,
"Here am I, send me."
Is it true that we are willing that
others should go, that others should
make sacrifices, leaving houses and
lands, that others should bid farewell to friends and native lands, while
we cling to our pleasant home, our
silver and gold, and clasp our loved ones closer to us, saying to <he
Lord, "Not my child."
Oh, beloved, the Master is calling
for reapers, shall He call in vain?
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Shall we not, each one, give our- place that the second definite work ways been my purpose to give for
selves into His hands saying, "Lord, of grace had been preached so much value received, and I trust that all
what wilt thou have me to do?"
that some people were so blinded the labor and expense connected
Soon the time for Conference will that they could scarcely believe the with this Mission will be to God's
be here again, and we ought to betruth. B u t Bro. Engle used t h e honor and glory. I t costs us more
ready to send someone forth to the Word of God, which is sharper than this winter than it would in the sumdark lands with glad tidings. The any two-edged sword. God's Word mer, owing to fuel, etc.
I give expences and receipts for
Lord wants willing workers. Will is true and will cut asunder all secthe month ending Feb. 18:—
A. E.
you be one? Can you say no?ond work.
Due from last month,
$ 3.23
Hear him calling, "Whom shall I
Hall rent, one month,
12.00
CHICAGO MISSION.
send, and who will go for us ?" How
Fuel,
8.50
many are willing to say to God and
Again I will take my pen to write Provisions, Sunday-school, and necessarto the church, "Hear am I, send
my report of the work here in the ies to carry on the Mission w o r k , . . . . 25.27
me?"
J. G. CASSEL.
Total,
|49.00
Mission since our last report. W e
Glendale, Arizona.
DONATIONS.
have been favored with the presence
. . . . $ 6.00
of Bro. H. L. Trump, of Polo, 111., Bro. Samuel M. Good,
OHTJECH NEWS.
Chicago S. S. collection,
3.33
who preached to us fpur sermons, Bro. Saxton Bowers, Sec. Mission B'd. 25.00
which were very encouraging. H e Sister Lida Rellinger, Louisville, Ohio, 5.00
ELEHAET 00., IND.
2.00
came to us on the 15th and remained A. Bro., Perry Station, Ont.,
Bro. Levi Hoover, Peabody, Kansas,.. 2.00
According to previous arrange- until the 18th. H e also brought Bro. Jacob Brechbill, Garrett, Indiana, 2.00
ments, the Brethren commenced a along his son George, who also has Sister Jacob Brechbill. Garrett, Ind.,.. 1.00
series of meetings at the Brethren's started of late to serve the Lord, who Alvin Berry, Clarence Center, New York, 1.00
meeting-house, December 28, con- also was not ashamed to rise up in Sister Annie E. Lewis, Clarence Center, N. Y.,
1.50
ducted by Bro. A. M. Engle, of meeting and confess Christ, which Bro. Henry L. Trump, Polo, 111.,
2.00
Little York, O. Bro. Joseph Free seemed a new thing for young men
Total,
$8.87
was also with us a few weeks, and in this place. If more young peo- Receipts
$50.93
his help was appreciated. The Breth- ple would just com° out for t h eExpenses,
$49.00
ren did not shun to preach the plain Lord, instead of running to places
Balance on hand,
$ 1.93
Gospel truths.
of amusement and skating on SunYours for the kingdom,
Most of the time afternoon pray- day—where so many are led away in
j . w . HOOVER.
er-meetings were held, which were the paths of sin—how much good 8028 Peoria St., Englewood, 111.
».«»••»
very encouraging.
would be done.
MISSI0NAKY
VISITS.
We are glad that the little chilWe will say we would be pleased
dren were not forgotten—^on Jan. for all those that feel interested in
By the help of God I will try and
5th a short time was spent in talk- the Chicago Mission to call at thestate some of the work I have been
ing to them.
Mission and preach for us as they engaged in this winter in the Lord's
Our meetings closed Jan. 22nd. pass this way; and if the Lord in- vineyard, to which reference was
Ten precious souls asked the pray- spires some ministering brother to made in the VISITOR of Feb. 1st.
ers of God's children. Many vows come here to help hold two- or threeFirst, I will state that we learned
were made. Our prayer is that they weeks meetings, come on at once, while among the Brethren in Bichmay be paid.
and help to roll the Gospel chariot land Co. the value of others help in
On Jan. 23d, Bro. Engle went to along.
the service of the Lord while away
the next field of labor, ten miles
Our Sunday-school and meetings from home, and we think that if
north-west of the meeting-house, are as good as usual. We are still more of our young Brethren and
and began meetings at Curtiz's praying for more success, and that Sisters from a distance would attend
schoolhouse on the 23d, continuing God will bring about a work to his these revival services and labor
till Feb. 4th. One soul was convert- honor and glory.
among the unsaved good results
ed and otrTers convicted. May the
We think the Brethren are very would almost invariably follow.
Lord's work go on. The last text kind and liberal in sending on their
After the close of the meeting at
was: "The harvest is passed, the money to carry on this Mission work Mansfield I took the train on t h e
summer is ended, and we are nothere, and I feel sometimes over-anx- 6th of January, for home, where I
saved."—Jer. 8:20. I t was at this ious to see souls saved, for it has al- met loved ones and a welcome, b u t
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TALKING TO GOD.
my stay was short at home, as it was We committed ourselves wholly to,
arranged for me to go to Clark Co., his guiding hand, and tried to hold
Cuyler tells • thus' of ' a < visit to
Ohio, on the 11th, but on account forth the Word of Truth as given
of 'some business I started on the unto us from the Lord, and we are Spurgeon's study:
evening of the 10th to stop at Smith- glad to say we felt his presence very 'Supper was over; 'it was Saturday
ville, where I stopped over night much while with the Brethren at night, and he was going to get his
with Bro. ; C. Brenner. Next morn- Donneisville, and while we did not sermon ready. H e said: ^ ., ,,
ing I started- for Creston, but when see the immediate results of our la- ^'Brother, we will ;,have worship
I came to the station at Smithville bors, yet we trust the seed sown will now."...
the train' was gone. I then returned not lie dormant, but will bring forth
After I had prayed he just dropped
with Bro. Brenner and visited with fruit even among those who are un- his head between his hands and
Bro. Schrock, whom I found sick. I saved. We felt very thankful to find began. H e talked with God marhad a blessed visit indeed. After the Brethren and Sisters so devoted vellously. I t was as simple and
dinner I left to take the afternoon and earnest, and we were so glad to sweet as a child at its mother's knee.
train for Springfield by way of Cres- find them so well established on the He went on and on and on. When
ton. At Creston I had several hours old platform—the solid rock of the it was through I said to Newman
to wait for the Erie train, but the Bible—and so desirous to keep the Hall, " D i d you ever hear such a
time passed, and I left for Spring- old landmjarks and walk in the old prayer in your life?" "Never,"
field, Ohio, where I arrived about paths. When we see so much labor said he, "Never." Said I, "Now
two o'clock on Sunday morning, and spent apparently for the inner man, you have the secret of Spurgeon's
was met by Bro. Joseph Free's son, we fear the outer man is too much power. A man who can pray like
J
who conveyed me to their home, neglected. But if the inner man is that can outpreach the world."
where I enjoyed several hours of re- properly instructed and thoroughly
PEIDE AND FASHION.
freshing rest. After breakfast I went purified the outside will become
with the family to Medway, Clarke clean also, and will not conform so
NO. TWO.
Co., Ohio, where our work began. much to this world. Oh, may God
I firmly believe that if a person
We had meeting in the forenoon. bring back the old waymarks, that
has ouce been truly born of God,
After dinner with Bro. and Sister we can tell a Brother or Sister from
and has come to the knowledge of
Wagner, several of us went to visit the world by their dress as well as
the truth as it is in Christ Jesus,
the sick room of a man who had by their profession.
and been made a new creature >»im
spent a great part of his life in
I n conclusion I will say to all the
Christ Jesus, and all old things
preaching the Gospel. I n our con- dear Brethren and Sisters that I
have passed, and all things have be*
versation he spoke of some visions met and formed such a Christian
come new, and-a perfect indwelling
he had had, and . said he promised friendship with, may the God of all
of the love of God in .-our hearts,
the Lord that if he ever got well he grace be with you all and fit you and
have become perfectly resigned nnto
would preach the whole Gospel. The us all for that eternal home. Oh,
the will of God our Father in Heavevidence was clearly impressed on dear Brethreu and Sisters, live faithen, .Then we will have no more deour minds of how necessary it is for ful lives, and may we all meet around
sire for those outward things to decministers to not shun to declare the the throne of God where no fareorate oar bodies with those foolish
whole counsel of God while in health. well tear is shed and where joy is
fashions of the world. Our bodies
Then when we come to our dying forever to all the inhabitants of
are the temple of the living God,
bed we will not be troubled about Heaven; where Jesus reigus suand God wants to dwell therein.
neglect of duty in that way, and no preme, and where all is joy and
But if onr hearts are filled with the
.regrets or making promises to do peace.
fashions of the world, God can never
better if we get well.
I arrived safe at home on the. 27th
dwell there. The heart must be
After our visit we returned to Bro. of January, and found all well; praise pure, humble and clean from all unJOHN H. SMITH.
Wagner's, and from there to Maple the Lord.
cleanness if God can dwell therein.
North Lawrence, Ohio.
Grove church, where we labored for
Man cannot serve God and Mam'
1» i i» • ^
several weeks.
Eld. Jesse Engle was elected as mon at one time. Let us take God
But one blessed experience we delegate to Conference for the South for our father and obey him in all
Dickinson district, and Eld. H. Da- things, and forsake all that is conhad learned long ago, and that was
vidson for the North Dickinson distrary against his holy law. For exwithout H i m we can do nothing. trict (Kansas).
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ample: when we come to a town But how is it now? Why, you see no after the fashions of the gay world
or a city, and see the various signs difference between them and thefor their children before they are
above the doors,—some dry goods, fashionable world; they can wear born. Oh, what a great sin such
some groceries, some saloons and whatever they please and what the mothers are committing. Mothers, it
hotels; each one saying on their heart lusteth for. Otterbine, the is your duty to teach and instil into
signs what they contain on the in- founder of the United Brethren the hearts of your dear and innocent
side to sell—so if we go in any of church, was a very plain and humble children the true principles of
those places, we can have just what man in his dress, very similar to the Christianity. There are many fashwe want.
So we see the body Brethren in our church. H e started ions that mothers are guilty of, such
of the person who has this outward out with his followers in a humble as banging and crimping their hair,
sign and adornment of these foolish and lowly spirit, and was altogether and putting ruffles and laces on their
fashions on the outside of the body. transformed from the fashions of the dress. There are some Sisters in the
When we see this, this sign board, we world. His church followers, for a church who are guilty of this shamecan very easily judge what is in the number of years, were a very plain ful and sinful habit. You might a s
heart, for that which the heart lusts and humble people. But where are well have it on your own body, as
for, the mouth and flesh speaketh for. they now. Led astray with the put it on your poor innocent chilAnother example. For instance, we wicked allurements of pride and dren ; the sin is just as great. Oh,
see the tail of a fox hanging out of fashion, and the lust of the flesh, think and beware what you are dohis hole; do we think there is a and the pleasures of the world. ing.
horse or a bear in the hole? No, but Fifty years ago many of those memThis very sinful fashion causes
• we know there is a fox on the inside. bers of the different churches wore
their offspring to become sickly and
So we see with the heart of a man. their dresses, men and women, in
puny, just for this terrible evil. God
When we see those fashions and the the same form and style as our
never designed that his people h e
pride of the world on the outside, members in our Brotherhood, in the
created should decorate their bodies
we know what it contains on the different Dunkard churches do. What
with such abominable fashions so that
inside. James says: "God resisteth is the cause of this great change in
some do not look like human beings.
the proud, but giveth grace to the those different churches. Ministers
I have seen some of our Sisters who
humble."—James 4:6. We have to a great extent are very much the
are following another fashion of the
instances throughout all Holy Writ, cause. They want large congregaworld and the unrighteous a new
where God has pronounced his dis- tions, with large salaries and live at
one—the
sinful
wide sleeve—
pleasure and curse upon all those ease.
tucked upon the shoulder nearly to
who were of a proud heart • and
Plainness
and simplicity of the ears, just like the world have
haughty nature and of a self-exalted
dress are certainly one distinctive them, only in a little milder form.
spirit. But on the other hand we
mark of the true followers of Christ. This is all wrong for the children
see that God always loves the meek,
But there is danger, too, in plain of God to follow; let the world have
the poor in spirit, and contrite in
dressing. We must not make an idol it—to them it belongs. This is an
heart, and has promised his blessof the plain dress; if we do, weabomination in the sight of God,
ing to abide upon all those who obwould better not have it on our for the children of God to follow,
serve and obey his commands, and
bodies. A few words to mothers and if they will not deny themselves
keep themselves down in humility,
who are bringing up families of lit- of this sinful lust and abstain
and with the lowly and humble. If
tle children. How are you bring- therefrom, they must suffer the penwe go back to John Wesley, the
ing up your young and innocent alty of God's wrath, and be cast
founder of the Methodist church,
children; are you teaching them to away into outer darkness with all
we see a great change—as it was
abhor and to abstain from those those who disobey God's holy law.
at that time, and as it is now in that
sinful fashions of the world, and to What is the reason that so many
church. John Wesley was a plain man
and many
individteach them what the result will be if churches,
in dress, and was strongly opposed to
they live in the fashions and pride ual persons, have so far deviated
all pride and fashions, and the wearof life. Solomon says: "Train up from what they were when they
ing of gold and all costly apparel.
a child in the way it should go, and first started out to serve the Lord?
The discipline of the Methodist
when it is old, it will not depart Jesus says he came into the world
church forbids the wearing of gold
from it. "There are mothers who to light all men, and show them how
and all costly apparel in dress.
prepare dresses of costly apparel they must live to follow him. H e
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sinful fashions, and keep them- far distant from each other, we did
selves nonconformed to t h e world, not get together at any time. Conand in order with the Brethren. The sequently our proceedings are likely
Prophet Isaiah says: "Woe to the to be imsatisfactory to some of our
crown of pride."—28:1. Jeremiah people, although we have endeavored
says, "Thus sayeth the Lord, After to do the best we could, considering
this manner will I mar the pride of that the work is yet in its infancy.
Judah, and the great pride of JeruWe divided the territory into three
salem. But if ye will not hear it, districts. Bro. Steckly was assigned
my soul shall weep in secret places, the state of Michigan and all of Canfor your pride, and mine eye shall ada; Bro. Hoover, Ohio, and all of
weep sore and run down with tears the states east as far as our Brotherbecause the Lord's flock is carried hood extends; Indiana and the West
away captive."—Jeremiah 13:9,17 was given to the writer. Our main
Bead this whole chapter. Fashion object was to appoint one or more
Who is the cause of all this sor- and pride are making great inroads in each local district throughout the
row, pride and fashion among so into our churches, and unless some entire Brotherhood to solicit and colmany of those popular churches? strenuous efforts are taken, this sin- lect funds for the advancement of
No one but those money ministers cursed fashion will take such deep Foreign Mission work; and also to
who work for large congregations root in the church, that this great request all Brethren and Sisters who
so as to receive large salaries that monster of Satan can hardly be ban- are impressed that they are called
they can live in pomp, have all the ished out any more, and at last we of God to do Foreign Mission work
luxuries, all the fashions of the will be no better off than those other to inform the board of their convicworld, and live at ease. Oh, what churches, where fashion and pride tions by private letter, and at their
an awful account will such ministers reign supreme. Crush the monster request we will report to our next
and false teachers have to give be- before it eats all the true and vital General Conference, or whoever Confore the great tribunal bar of God parts of our dear and crucified Re- ference may appoint to investigate
in the great judgment day. May deemer out of our hearts, and you their calling. Since we are not so
God awaken us all to a sense of our shall have the true reward of your well informed as we wish we were as
to how far our Brotherhood exists,
duty, that we may follow this true Father in Heaven.
we trust that if any of our people
HENEY BALSBAUGH.
light, and deny ourselves from all
222 S. 17 St., Han-isburg, Pa.
were
not requested to contribute to
those sinful fashions and pernicious
the Foreign Mission fund they will
ways, and take up our cross
FOREIGN MISSION WOEK.
pardon us for our mistake and cheerand
follow
our Lord
and
fully take the liberty to send us their
Mister in all his examples and Brother
Editor:—
contributions.
We prefer that each
commands. Dear Brethren, you
If you will allow me space in the
who are in the ministry, and are VISITOR, I will endeavor to crowd district hold its offerings until they
standing on the walls of Zion, are out one of the selections by inform- have all they expect to collect during
you doing your duty in warning ing the Brethren and Sisters of what this Conference year, and then give
your flock under your charge, and you r the board of Foreign Missions is do- it all to one person who will forward
hearers from those sinful evils, and ing and what the prospects are for the same to the treasurer. Thus
those sin-cursed fashions that are so the future, as near as we are able to you will save the treasurer much
much in practice everywhere? You j udge from what we have learned up work in keeping the accounts and
the answering of letters. However,
have a great charge and responsi- to the present time.
we will thankfully receive any amount,
bility resting upon you. Reprove,
I n the first place we were at
exhort, admonish and entreat your a loss to know just what the Breth- great or small, from any one person.
hearers, and the flock under your ren at the Conference of 1895 ex- Since we are requested to report to
charge and care, even with long suf- pected that we should do during this Annual Conference we wish to refering and patience, especially the Conference year, • as we received no quest all of the contributions to be
young lambs who are coming into instructions as to how to proceed or handed in by the 15th of April, so
we will have ample time to prepare
the fold of Christ and the church, what would be required of us.
our
report. We heard from some of
that they may abstain from all those
As the members of the board are

is the true light of the world, and
all those who follow this true light
will never be led astray. Jesus
came into the world poor, despised,
humble and lowly, without pride or
fashion. But there are other lights
in the world (not of God), who are
leading thousands
and millions
down to the vortex of everlasting
woe and perdition. Why? Because
they follow strange lights, and not
the true light. This true light will
never lead anyone into the fashions
of the world, and pride of life, but
into a lowly and humble spirit.
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the districts and have reason to believe that the offerings will be liberal and that many of our Brethren
and Sisters have the work at heart
and intend to practice what they
preach. Some have been waiting
long and praying in behalf of our
people with a desire to have them
make an effort for Foreign Mission
work. As the effort is now being
made they are rejoicing, trusting
that the hand of the Lord is at the
head of the work, and that every
member of the entire Brotherhood
will realize that they now have a
privilege to share in helping to fulfil the Lord's command (Matt. 28:2 9 ) : "Go ye therefore and teach all
nations," etc. Will we have courage and do that which has so long
been neglected? May God help us
to redouble our diligence, is my
prayer in behalf of every Brother
and Sister.
We have been encouraged by
some of the articles we have seen in
the VISITOR on Foreign Missions,
and wish that still more of our able
writers who have their heart in
the work would let us here from
them through the columns of the
VISITOR.
With love to all. I desire an interest in the prayers of all
God's people.
Tours for the salvation of the poor
heathen.
j . E. STAUFFER.
Newton, Kan.

Box 514.

THE PAM1LY ALTAR.

the head of the household. H e
stood between his house and God,
superintended the offering of sacrifices and offered up supplication in
behalf of the members of his family.
I n the Christian era all priestly
functions proper are supplied by our
great High Priest, the Lord Jesus
Christ; nevertheless there must be
overseers or leaders in all forms of
worship when two or more participate. The father of the household
is the overseer or episkopos of the
worship at the family altar. He
takes a leading part and directs all
the exercises.
Reading of Scripture, singing of
sacred songs, and prayer are the exercises that properly belong to
family worship. Some explanatory
remarks on passages of the Word
read may aid in concentrating the
mind on the object of worship and
be highly edifying to the younger
and more inexperienced members of
the family.
The singing of devotional hymns is an element of
family worship that is sadly neglected in many of the evangelical
families.
This old evangelical
custom of praising God atthe family
altar should be encouraged and kept
up wherever possible. I t is true,
where the services is only a dead
form, and a desire prevails to get
through with them as soon as possible, there is not much inspiration
for singing. But what can be more
pleasing to God or better adapted to
call forth the spirit of devotion than
the hearty singer of a hymn of
praise and consecration ? And when
the little cherubs in human flesh
join in with father and mother in
praising God in song for his great
goodness, it makes the service doubly sweet.—Sel.

the VISITOB. I like to read what
others have to say of their Christian
journey. I was almost afraid to undertake it, as I am such a poor
writer, but by the help of God I will
try.
If I were only more willing to
take my cross and follow Jesus
wherever he leads, I would oftentimes find it much easier. I feel
my imperfections and am afraid
sometimes I am not as humble as I
should be. We are taught that God
resisteth the proud but giveth grace
to the humble. My wish and prayer
is that I may let my light shine and
that my actions may speak louder
than my words, and that I may live
so that others may see by my walk
that I am seeking an inheritance
that is incorruptible and that fadeth
not away.
The Bible teaches us that our
light afflictions, which are but for a
moment, work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of gloiy.
"While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen; for the things
which are seen are temporal but the
things which are not seen are eternal."—2 Cor. 17,18. Oh, what a
comfort I find in reading God's
Word, and what a consolation it is
to study it. There are so many
blessings to be received if we obey
his commandments.
May the Lord arouse us to a more
earnest effort to do his will, and may
we go hand in hand along the strait
and narrow path that leads to life
everlasting, is my prayer.

The family altar occupies the
chief place in family religion.
What the church is to a community,
"Oh, that the Lord would guide my way,
that the family altar is to a houseTo keep his statues still.
hold. The benefits of a sanctuary
Oh, that my God would grant me grace,
To know and do his will."
to a people cannot be overestimated;
the benefits of the family altar are
MATILDA VANNATTA HOUGHTON.
equally essential to growth in grace
EXPERIENCE.
and the development of stalwart
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOB.
Christian characters.
I feel impressed by the Spirit of
EXPERIENCE.
I n the patriarchal period the reGod to write a few lines for the
sponsibility of supplying the priestly
I feel it my duty to write some of VISITOR. This seems quits a task
functions rested upon the father as my experience for the columns of for me to undertake, but with the
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help of the Lord I will obey even Scripture, or my experience, or present, but my perfection is all in
in this. I always find that it is perhaps in way of encouragement to Christ Jesus.
only by a true obedience to God that others, or in any way that the Spirit
Oh, I am so glad there is one that
we make progress in Divine life.
I will prompt—did the thought come is perfect; it is He who has died upon
also find it brings to my soul joy like this: "O well, I am not talented the cross to save us from our sins.
like this • or that one, therefore I Dear readers of the VISITOR, let
unspeakable and full of glory.
The question about this our can't obey in this."
us go on traveling in the good old
That is just where I stood. But way, even the highway of holiness,
church paper has of late become
quite impressive to me. I was praise the Lord I have overcome. which is prepared for his people, for
made to wonder if our paper was I know he will not ask any thing we if we walk thereon we shall obtain
indeed just what it might be. I do are unable to do, and as the apostle joy and gladness, and sorrow and
not want to find fault; for myself I says: " I can do all things through sighing shall pass away. Let us not
find many good things therein Him that strengtheneth me."
be afraid of holiness but let us
which are food to my soul, but yet The words of Paul are quite an earnestly strive for it. for the Bible
it appears to me there is a lack encouragement to me. H e says: plainly says:
"Without holiness
somewhere and it is not for me to "I come not unto you with excellency no man shall see the Lord."
say where the fault lies. But this I of speech or with exciting words of
May the Lord keep his children
do sincerely believe, that were we man's wisdom, but in demonstration very humble, is my prayer.
as members more filled with the of the Spirit and of Power." This
Pray for me your unworthy Sister
real Spirit of the Holy Ghost at least is what we want. When the Spirit in Christ.
KATIE BOLLINGEK.
Moonlight
Kansas.
of
God
accompanies
the
words
we
some of the many selections and
borrowed matter would be crowded say, though they be ever so simple,
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOE.
all will be right.
out.
MY EXPEKIEffEE.
And the paper would not need to
At present it become very necessI have felt for a long time to write
go begging, nor would it be necessary ary that we heed well the voice of
for
the VISITOR, and especially this
to go to the world for any of its the Master, which always speaks in
fall,
since so many have started out
advertisements in order to cany on a tender tone of love, resting assurto
serve
the Lord. So now I will
the real work of the Lord.
ed that He will never lead us astray.
try by God's help to be obedient.
Oh, I do praise the Lord for his
Oh, dear Brethren and Sisters,
I started out to work for the Lord
"let us hold fast the profession of wonderful work among the children
when
quite young, about nine or
our faith.
Redeeming the time of men and I praise Him that the
tea. But I am sorry that I have not
because the days are evil."—Eph. Holy Ghost is finding his way into
done more for him.
the hearts of his children; and
5:16.
Awhile after I had started I beIt seems to me if ever there has above all do I praise him that he is
came
careless and almost laid the
been a time that we as children of finding his way into my heart. I
work down, but it was no benefit for
God should put on the whole armor know this is saying a great deal and
me. I cannot tell how condemned
of God, and walk in the light as H e I know too that the enemy of our
I felt. I knew that if I should die
is in the light, it is at the present souls is ever on the alert trying to
in such a state I could not be saved.
time. I n Eph. 5:7,8, we read: "Be lead us astray; and is at present
And yet I was not willing to do as I
ye not therefore partakers with trying to make me believe there is felt it was my duty to do. But yet
them, for ye were sometimes much darkness in the future for me when I did something wrong I would
darkness but now are ye light, to piss through. Bat while I know have no rest until I would confess,
He has power—know God has all
walk as children of light."
which I did sometimes. But I feel
Dear Brother and Sister, let us power—and .1 feel like the poet: to thank the Lord that he made me
individually ask ourselves the ques- " I know whom I have believed willing to give up all for him. I
tion, Have I done all within my and am persuaded that he is able to continued on in that way till my sispower towards making the VISITOK to keep that which I have committed ter died. One night I happened to
a success? Or have I said within unto him against that day."
get awake, and I remembered what
myself when the
impressed me to write
in way of testimony,
pression I may have

I realize of myself I am nothing;
Good Spirit
a few lines, it is not of any good that I have
or some im- done that I have attained to this
had on some full enjoyment which I realize at

she had said to me and how she
coaxed ead begged of me, before
she died, to promise her to do better.
I could not help but feel bad, and I
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QUE DEAD.
shed tears there to think how ear- prayers of all God's children, that I
nest she was and how she wanted to may never give up but may discharge
HERSHEY — Died, near Florin, Pa., Februsee others saved; and I was not do- my every known duty.
ary 4, 1896, Christiana Hershey, aged 87
ing much, if anything, for my soul.
Your unworthy Sister,
years and 2 days. Sister Hershey was the
second wife and widow of the late Isaac HerOh, I cannot tell how I felt. And
KATIE M. EOTZ.
shey, who preceded her nearly seven years to
Morrill,
Kan.
I made up my mind to do better.
the grave. She was converted and added t o
«»
•»
»
I t seemed as though something
the church in her youth, and lived a consistFor the EVANGELICAL VIBITOE.
ent Christian life to the end. In marrying Bro.
would say that the Brethren would
EXPERIENCE.
Hershey she became the stepmother of two
just think that I would not stick to
boys, the former living in Kansas and the
Dear readers, I have felt like latter on the old homestead, where the aged
it and do like I did before, maybe.
But I promised to obey the Lord, writing a few lines to the VISITOB. sister also had her home. F o r many years
and his grace is sufficient for us.I am so glad I gave my heart to the she had cancer troubles which were never
permanently cured, and which caused many
And then I had things to make right Lord when I did; but when I look long and painful days and nights. But she
which seemed to be such a task, be- back over my past life, I see I did not seemed t o bear all without murmuring or
cause I was not yet as willing as I live as close as I should, but I want despondency. But after a long life of labor
and sorrow the Lord removed her to a place
should have been. But I tried to to live closer to t h e Lord t h e re-of rest, where pain and death are no more,
I t is very respected by all who knew her.
make my way clear, and oh, such mainder of my life.
#*#
easy
to
be
a
Christian
if
we obey the
blessing I would receive when I
Lord; but if we want to take a little
obeyed the Lord.
RAILWAY TIME TABLES AT ABILENE,
Sometimes when such small things of the world along it is impossible
UNION PACIFIC.
would come up, Satan would tell me to be a Christian. I often say things
WEST BOUND.
that such little things did not mat- which I feel sorry for afterwards; No. 7.—Night Express
12:45 p. m
1.—Limited Express
3:20 p. m
ter; and people would perhaps make but they are gone. But Brothers No.
*No. 13.—Freight
4:50 a. m
and
Sisters
I
am
among
strangers
No. 11.—Freight
5:17 a. m
fun of me if I would confess them.
EAST BOUND.
Sometimes I would think I would and have many trials to contend
No. 2.—Kansas City Fast Mail
3:35 a. m .
rather be lost than to make some with.
No. 8.—Limited Express
11:40 a. m .
I want to live so that they can *No. 14.—Freight
things right. B u t oh, thought of
2:20 p. m .
7:10 p. m .
see
that I am serving the Lord. I No. 12.—Stock Freight
that was too awful to think of—
*Daily except Sunday.
want
my
words
to
be
more
yea
and
rather be lost and suffer punishment
ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SANTA F E .
forever than to confess a few things. nay, and if I should live to the end
NOETH BOUND.
But that was from Satan, and I did of this year I wish that I may look Passenger
5:50 a. m .
1:45 p. m .
not obey him but did as the Lord back and see that I have spent it well Accommodation
SOUTH BOUND.
wanted me to. And such blessings to the service of the Lord. With these
Passenger
,
10:32 p. m .
few
lines
I
will
close.
Brethren
as I received! I cannot tell how
Accommodation
2:15 p. m .
and Sisters, pray for me.
good I felt.
We cannot help being tempted of
the devil, but the Bible tells us that
if we resist him he will flee from us,
and I find that is the only way.

8ALINA BBANOH.

GEORGE WINGER.
Stanford, Ont.

MARRIED.

Departs.
Passenger
Freight

5:55 a. rri.
1:45 p. m .

Arrives.
Passenger
10:25 p. m.
Accommodation
11:40 a. m .
All Santa Fe trains daily except Sunday.
Passenger t ain No. 308, leaving Abilene
at 9:15 p. m., connects with fast train on
main line and carries through chair cars t o
Chicago without change. Mixed train No.
338, leaving Abilene at 2:25 p. m., connects
at Evans station with through fast train for
California, New Mexico and Colorado.

I feel greatly encouraged to make ASPER—SNOKE.—Married, on Jan. 23,
1896, at the residenoe of the bride's parents
my way upward. I can't see any- near Ohamberaburg, Pa., by Elder Martin H.
thing in the world that would give Oberholser, William M. Asper to Sister Emmore enjoyment than religion. I t ma R. Snoke.
is good to live by and also to die by.
BRIGHT BILL—ST A RK — Married, FebruI think it would be awful to leave ary 20, 1896, by Elder H. Davidson, a t the
ROCK ISLAND.
this world and not have any hope residence of the bride's parents on East
WEST BOUND.
for t h e next. I t is my desire to Tenth street, Abilene, Kan., A. H. Brightbill
to Sister Emma S., daughter of Bro. George
make my way clear, and when the and Sister Maggie Stark, all of Abilene, No. 65.—Local Freight and Accom.. 1:40 p. m
No. 27.—Mail and Express
5:32 p. m
Lord has anything for me to do I Kan. They expect to make their home near
EAST BOUND.
want to be willing to go and do it. Abilene on a farm, which the husband has No. 26.—Mail and Express
10:40 a. m
rented. We trust they will enjoy many
No. 66.—Freight and Accom
4:55 p. m
We will be richly paid for it.
blessings at the hands of tbe Giver of all
Passenger trains run daily. Freight trains
I would ask an interest in thegood.
daily except Sunday.

*

